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Most processes in modern organizations rely on fast access to vital
data. Spreading data over widely distributed heterogeneous systems
promises to evade the increasing risks to critical infrastructure. I first
present a short overview of my vision of future storage systems
providing a unified user and systems view on file storage, backup, and
archival, including foundations and criteria for such a system. The
second part presents three components paving the way towards
resilient storage and access of data: a distributed hash table with
geographical layout as a basis, metadata-free replication, and a
mechanism to insure the cooperation of nodes.
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